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DRY RUB SHAKE DOWN CONTEST 

 

SPONSORED BY BOSTON MAGAZINE & ABSOLUT® Vodka 

 

Official Contest Rules 

 

ABSOLUT® Vodka selected restaurants to compete in the Dry Rub Shake Down Contest 

(“Contest”). To enter, the selected restaurants (“Entrants”) must submit an online application 

form (“Application”) to Boston magazine no later than May 29, 2014.  The Application consists 

of (i) an original recipe for a cocktail created by the Entrant (“Recipe”); (ii) one (1) photograph 

of bartender representing the Entrant (“Participating Bartender”) in .jpg format, not to exceed 

3MB; (iii) Entrant’s logo in .jpg format, not to exceed 3MB and (iv) Participating Bartender’s 

name and age, Entrant’s address and contact information. The individual submitting the Entrant’s 

Application must have authority to bind the Entrant and Participating Bartender.   

 

By entering this Contest, Entrant agrees to be bound by these Official Rules.  All decisions of 

Boston magazine, www.bostonmagazine.com, and/or Metro Corp. (collectively, “Boston 

magazine”) and ABSOLUT® Vodka (collectively, the “Sponsors”) are final and binding on all 

matters pertaining to this Contest.  

 

1. Eligibility:  Open to licensed and operating restaurants in the states of Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Maine, and Vermont and Participating Bartender that 

(a) are represented by Participating Bartenders who are TIPS (Training for Intervention 

ProcedureS)-certified employees and 21 years of age or older, and (b) that have been selected 

by ABSOLUT® Vodka to participate in this Contest. Employees, immediate family and 

household members of employees of Sponsors are NOT eligible to enter.  All federal, state, 

and local laws and regulations apply.  VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. 

 

2. Contest Timing:   
 

A. Contest Period (Total): The Contest begins on or about 12:00 am Eastern Standard Time 

(EST) on June 9, 2014 and ends on or about 8:30 pm Eastern Standard Time (“EST”) on 

August 12, 2014 ("Contest Period").  

 

B. Finalist Voting Period:  Eligible Entries will be subject to public voting beginning at 

12:00 am EST on June 9, 2014 and ending at 11:59 pm EST on July 7, 2014 ("Online 

Voting Period").  Members of the public may submit one vote per day during the Public 

Voting Period. 

 

C. Grand Prize Voting Period: Eligible Finalists will be subject to public voting to be held 

during the General Admission period at “Boston magazine’s The Cue” event (the 

“Event”) to be held on August 12, 2014 at the Black Falcon Cruiseport Boston Terminal 

in the Boston, Massachusetts Seaport District. Members of the public may submit one 

vote at the Event, between 6:00 pm Eastern Standard Time (EST) to 8:00 pm Eastern 

Standard Time (EST) ("Grand Prize Voting Period").  

 

During the entire Contest Period, Sponsor's administrator's server/computer is the official 

time keeping device for the contest. 

 

3. Finalist and Winner Selection: 

http://www.bostonmagazine.com/
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A. Finalist Selection: Boston magazine shall post all eligible entries to 

http://www.bostonmagazine.com/cuevote on or before June 9, 2014.  During the Online 

Voting Period, visitors to http://www.bostonmagazine.com/cuevote will have the 

opportunity to vote for their favorite Entry.  The top ten (10) vote-receiving entries will 

be selected as finalists (“Finalists”).  Each Finalist will be notified that he/she has been 

selected by phone and/or email no later than July 8, 2014.  In the event that a Finalist 

notification is returned as undeliverable, the Finalist cannot be reached on July 8, 2014, 

or a Finalist does not submit a signed and notarized Affidavit of Eligibility and 

Liability/Publicity Release and Agreement to Participate on or before July 18, 2014, 

then the entry receiving the highest vote total of the remaining qualified entries will be 

selected as a Finalist until ten (10) Finalists have been selected and duly qualified under 

these Official Rules.  In the event of a tie, Boston magazine shall on a Boston magazine 

employee to cast a deciding vote based on the Judging Criteria. 

 

B. Grand Prize Winner Selection:  On August 12, 2014 all Finalists shall participate in a live 

mixology contest at the Event whereby each Finalist will prepare small samples of its 

cocktail recipe for approximately 700 guests.  Each guest at the Event will be allowed 

one (1) vote for his/her favorite cocktail recipe during the Grand Prize Voting Period 

according to the Grand Prize Criteria set out in 4.B.  The Finalist receiving the most votes 

at the conclusion of the Grand Prize Voting Period will be selected as the Grand Prize 

Winner.  In the event of a tie, Sponsor shall appoint an employee of Sponsor to cast the 

deciding vote based on the Judging Criteria. The Grand Prize Winner will be announced 

at the Event at approximately 8:30 PM EST.  The Grand Prize Winner will also be 

notified by phone and/or email on or before August 14, 2014.  In the event that a Grand 

Prize Winner notification is returned as undeliverable, a Grand Prize Winner cannot be 

reached, or a Grand Prize Winner has not submitted  the required signed and notarized 

Affidavits of Eligibility and Liability/Publicity Release on or before the third (3rd) day 

following the attempted notification , then the Finalist receiving the next highest vote 

total of the remaining Finalists will be selected as the Grand Prize Winner until one (1) 

Grand Prize Winner has been selected and duly qualified under these Official Rules.  In 

the event of a tie, Sponsor shall appoint an employee of Sponsor to cast a deciding vote 

based on the Judging Criteria. 

 

4. Judging Criteria: The following judging criteria (“Judging Criteria”) shall be used to 

evaluate the cocktails during the Online Voting Period and the Grand Prize Voting Period, 

respectively: 

 

A. Online Voting Period 

 

i. Creativity; and 

ii. Appeal of cocktail description.  

 

B. Grand Prize Voting Period 

 

i. Creativity; 

ii. Taste; and 

iii. Visual Appeal. 
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5. Prize:  A qualified Grand Prize Winner will receive the following prize (“Prize”). The total 

estimated value of Prize is $2,700 (two thousand seven hundred dollars and 00/100).  

 

A. Two (2) 3-Day General Admission Passes to the Austin City Limits Music Festival 2014 

- Weekend Two (Oct 10-12, 2014) held in Austin, Texas, valid for guests 21 years of age 

or older  (valued at $450); 

 

B. Two (2) roundtrip, coach-class flights on a carrier selected in the sole discretion of 

Boston magazine, from Boston- Logan International Airport in Boston, Massachusetts or 

any other major continental U.S. airport closest to the Grand Prize Winner’s home, as 

determined in the sole discretion of Boston magazine, to Austin–Bergstrom International 

Airport or an airport in/around Austin, Texas, to be selected in the sole discretion of the 

Boston magazine (valued at $1,500); and  

 

C. Three (3) nights of standard hotel accommodations in or around Austin, Texas, to be 

selected in the sole discretion of the Boston magazine (one (1) room/double occupancy) 

(valued at $750) 

Travel will take place in October 2014 on a date to be determined at Boston magazine’s 

discretion.  Travel is based on travel restrictions and blackout dates. If Grand Prize Winner 

is unavailable for travel on the designated date, the Grand Prize Winner will be disqualified 

and Boston magazine reserves the right to select another winner in its sole discretion and if 

time permits.  

A traveling minor must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. Minors must be 

accompanied at all times during trip (including, but not limited to, in-flight, hotel stay, and 

all prize-related events) by minor’s parent or legal guardian.  Grand Prize Winner and guest 

must travel out of the same airport and on the same itinerary. Grand Prize Winner and guest 

are responsible for all necessary travel authorizations and for any travel insurance.  

Approximate Retail Value of the Grand Prize trip package is $2,700 (two thousand seven 

hundred dollars and 00/100).  

Actual value may vary based on airfare fluctuations, departure date, time of travel, and 

distance between departure and destination. Grand Prize Winner will not receive the 

difference between actual and approximate retail value. Meals and beverages, incidentals, 

gratuities, phone calls, luggage fees, travel insurance, seating upgrades, airport and travel 

taxes, and any and all other expenses not specifically mentioned herein are the sole 

responsibility of the Grand Prize Winner.  

Sponsors may substitute any portion of these prizes, including travel dates and destination, 

for a prize of equal or greater value. Sponsors will determine all elements of prizing in its 

sole discretion.  Prize may not be assigned, transferred, exchanged, or redeemed for 

cash.   Prize is awarded “as is” with no warranty or guarantee express or implied.  Sponsors 

disclaim all and any liability for the actual provision, quality or nature of any third-party 

product or service accepted by the winners. Entrants understand that Sponsors are not liable 

for injuries, losses or damages of any kind arising from participation in this promotion and 

acceptance, possession and use of Prize.  Prize may not be redeemed for cash.  Any portion 
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of the Prize not used will be forfeited.  Grand Prize Winner is responsible for all taxes and 

fees associated with Prize receipt and/or use.   

6.   Conditions of Entry: 

 

A. Entrants agree to abide by these Official Rules and the decisions of Sponsors, which are 

final and binding on all matters pertaining to this Contest. 

 

B. The recipe and cocktail must feature ABSOLUT® Vodka as the primary spirit and utilize 

a minimum of 1 oz. of ABSOLUT® Vodka in the recipe. Recipe must yield one (1) 

serving and include a detailed description of all ingredients used, the quantities or 

proportions of all ingredients and techniques used to prepare the cocktail. All ingredients 

must be clearly expressed in ounces, drops and dashes.  All ingredients in Recipe must be 

commercially and readily available. No brand of vodka other than Absolut® Vodka may 

be used in the Recipe. 

 

C. If selected as a Finalist, Entrant must agree and be able to participate in the live “Dry Rub 

Shake Down” Cocktail Competition held at the Event on August 12, 2014 at the Black 

Falcon Cruiseport Boston Terminal in the Boston, Massachusetts Seaport District. 

Finalists will be required to prepare 700 samples of their cocktail in plastic cups and will 

be solely responsible for providing all spirits, mixers, ingredients, garnishes and supplies 

needed for their cocktail, including their own tools for the preparation of the cocktail at 

their sole expense.  Boston magazine will provide to Finalist one (1) table with linen, ice 

and plastic cups. ABSOLUT® Vodka will provide to Finalist Absolut and any other 

Pernod Ricard products used in Finalist’s recipe.  Entrant agrees that Sponsors are not 

liable for any defect relating to any materials used or provided by Boston magazine or 

ABSOLUT® Vodka.   

 

D. Entrant agrees to maintain, during the Contest Period, its presently existing insurance 

policies. If selected as a Finalist, the Entrant further agrees to obtain and maintain in 

effect for the remaining Contest Period, a policy or policies of insurance which name 

Massachusetts Port Authority and Boston Magazine as Certificate Holders and Additional 

Insured parties and which provide coverage for bodily injury, personal injury, and any 

other liabilities or losses arising in any way out of the work performed by the Entrant 

pursuant to this Contest. Said insurance coverage will carry a limit of General Liability 

coverage of at least One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) for each occurrence.  Coverage 

must also include Worker’s Compensation & Employer’s Liability of at least One Million 

Dollars ($1,000,000), Liquor Legal Liability of at least One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) 

and shall require each insurance carrier to give Boston Magazine written notice of any 

reduction, cancellation or non-renewal of coverage at least ten (10) days prior to the 

effective date thereof.  Additional details regarding the required insurance will be 

provided to Finalist on July 8, 2014. Failure to provide required Certificates of Insurance 

to Boston magazine on or before July 18, 2014 will result in Entrant’s disqualification 

from Contest. 

 

E. All entry materials provided in the Application (including the photograph, logo, 

description and Recipe) must be original work created by the Entrant.  Entrant warrants 

and represents that he/she is the owner of any and all trademarks, copyrights, trade 

secrets, and all other proprietary content in the Application and the Application does not 



 

1545483.1 

violate or infringe on the rights of another person or entity, including but not limited to 

the trademark copyright, trade secret, or any other intellectual property right(s).  

 

F. Entrants must abide by all applicable laws and regulations, including the Alcohol and 

Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau’s regulations.  Entrants may not submit or display 

content that: targets individuals who are not of legal drinking age (e.g., cartoon 

characters); contains any claims of health benefits to be gained by consuming alcoholic 

beverages; endorses or condones irresponsible behavior in conjunction with the 

consumption of alcohol beverages (e.g., drinking & driving); be sexually explicit or 

suggestive, threatening,  profane, violent, derogatory, or pornographic; is obscene, 

offensive, or is deemed by Sponsors, in their sole discretion, as being inappropriate.  

 

G. Entrant and Participating Bartender consents and agrees to cooperate with Sponsors’ 

photography and video and audio recording of interviews, preparation of cocktails, and 

any other aspects of the Contest (“Recordings”).  Entrant and Participating Bartender 

agree that the Sponsors exclusively own all right, title, and interest (including, without 

limitation, all copyrights) in and to any and all film, videotape, audio recording, 

photograph, or other recording that they commission or create.     

 

H. By Entering this Contest, except where prohibited by law, Entrant, on behalf of itself and 

the Participating Bartender, grants Sponsors permission to use the Application; 

Recordings; Participating Bartender’s name, hometown, voice, likeness, photograph, and 

any statements regarding the Contest; and Entrant’s name and address for editorial, 

public relations, promotional, and advertising purposes, without compensation.  Entrant 

and Participating Bartender agree that they do not have any right of approval, claim to 

compensation or benefits claim, including without limitation, claims based upon invasion 

of privacy, defamation, or right of publicity arising out of any use of the above-described 

information. 

 

I. Sponsors have the right, in their sole discretion, to reject, disqualify, modify, edit and 

revise any content of the entry materials and Application.  Sponsors reserve the right, in 

their sole discretion, to verify any element of any Application or related materials and to 

disqualify any Entrant whose participation may subject the contest, Sponsors, or 

Sponsors’ advertisers, clients or customers to controversy, negative publicity, scorn 

and/or ridicule. 

 

J. Sponsors are  not responsible for, and shall not be liable for, any problems connected 

with the Internet portion of the contest, including (i) technical failures of any kind, 

including but not limited to the malfunctioning of any cable, computer, network, satellite, 

server, system, telephone line, electronic or internet hardware or software; (ii) any 

telephone, service provider, internet, website, or usenet inaccessibility or unavailability; 

(iii) unauthorized human intervention in any part of the entry process or the contest; (iv) 

typographical or other errors in the offer or administration of the contest, including but 

not limited to, errors in the advertising, official rules, selection of winners and 

distribution of prizes; and (v) garbled or jumbled transmissions, or other electronic errors 

in the processing of entries or administration of the contest.  Sponsors reserve the right, in 

their sole discretion, to suspend or cancel the contest at any time if a computer virus, bug, 

worm, or other technical problem interferes with the administration, security, integrity, or 

proper play of the contest.  In the event of cancellation, Sponsors reserve the right to 

award the prize to eligible entries received prior to the date of cancellation.  Sponsors 
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reserve the right, in their sole discretion, to disqualify any person tampering with the 

entry process, the operation of the web-site or otherwise in violation of the rules. 

 

K. Sponsors and their parents, affiliates, subsidiaries, and agents assume no responsibility 

for lost, misdirected, damaged, incomplete, incorrect, altered, or illegible entry materials 

and/or Applications. The use of automated entry devices or any other conduct that 

impedes the integrity of the contest is prohibited.  Entries and the information contained 

therein become the property of Sponsors and will not be returned.  Entries made through 

the internet are deemed to be made by the authorized account holder of the email address 

at the time of entry. 

 

L. Each Finalist and Finalist’s Participating Bartender must sign an Affidavit of Eligibility 

and Liability/Publicity Release, and an Agreement to Participate and return these 

documents to Boston magazine so that Boston magazine receives both documents on or 

before July 18, 2014.  Each affidavit must be signed by a person or persons with legal 

authority to bind the Entrant and/or Participating Bartender.  Failure to comply will result 

in forfeiture of all rights to any prize, and an alternate Finalist will be selected.  

  

7.  Privacy/Publicity Releases:   

 

By entering and providing the required entry information, Entrants acknowledge that the 

Sponsors may send Entrant information, samples or special offers it thinks may be of interest 

to Entrant about its publication or other complementary goods offered by Sponsors and/or 

information and special offers of presenting or associate sponsors or other companies it may 

carefully select.  YOU MAY OPT-OUT OF RECEIVING ANY SUCH INFORMATION, 

SAMPLES OR OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS AT ANY TIME.  AN OPT-OUT ELECTION 

WILL NOT AFFECT YOUR ODDS OF WINNING. 

 

Entrant agrees that Sponsors  have the right to combine the Application and any of the 

materials supplied by Entrant pursuant to the contest, with such other material as Sponsors in 

their sole discretion shall determine, and further agrees that it does not have any right of 

approval, claim to compensation or benefits claim, including without limitation, claims based 

upon invasion of privacy, defamation, or right of publicity arising out of any use of names or 

biographical and/or corporate information.  

 

8.  Other Releases:   

 

By entering this contest, entrant releases Sponsors and their respective  parents, subsidiaries, 

affiliates, agents, shareholders, officers and employees from any liability arising from or 

relating to participation in this contest, including but not limited to, any and all claims, 

injury, damages, expenses, demands or liabilities arising out of, whether directly or 

indirectly, in whole or in part, or in connection with the participation of the Entrant in this 

contest (including without limitation infringements of copyright or any other intellectual 

property right and claims of liability relating to the preparation and serving of any food and 

beverages by the Finalists at the Event) and/or the use or misuse of the Prize, or participation 

in any contest-related activity.    

 

9.  Dispute Resolution:   
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Except where prohibited, by participating in the contest, Entrants agree that: All issues and 

questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and enforceability of these 

Official Rules, or the rights and obligations of participants and Sponsors and their agents 

shall be governed by and construed exclusively in accordance with the laws of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts without giving effect to any principles of conflicts of law 

of any jurisdiction. Entrant agrees that any action at law or in equity arising out of or relating 

to this contest, or awarding of the prizes, shall be filed only in the state or federal courts 

located in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and Entrant hereby consents and submits to 

the personal jurisdiction of such courts for the purposes of litigating any such action. Except 

where prohibited, by participating in this contest, Entrant agrees that: (a) any and all disputes, 

claims, and causes of action arising out of or connected with this contest, or awarding of the 

prizes, shall be resolved individually, without resort to any form of class action; and (b) any 

and all claims, judgments and awards shall be limited to actual out-of-pocket costs incurred, 

including costs associated with participating in this contest but in no event attorneys' fees; 

and (c) under no circumstances will any entrant be permitted to obtain awards for and hereby 

waives all rights to claim punitive, incidental and consequential damages and any other 

damages, other than for actual out-of-pocket expenses, and any and all rights to have 

damages multiplied or otherwise increased.  

 

 

 


